
My Dear Elect and Candidates 

It seems like only yesterday that we came together to celebrate the Rite of Election/Call to 

Continued Conversion and were joyfully looking forward to the day when you will join us 

as members in full communion with the Catholic Church.  Unfortunately, since that time, all 

of us face new challenges daily due to the Coronavirus Pandemic, which sadly seems to 

have no end. 

As you already know, within the past week, the bishops of Ohio decided to suspend the 

public celebration of Mass in every diocese of the state, thus giving dispensation to the 

faithful from their obligation to attend Mass at least through Easter Sunday.  In addition, all 

other gatherings and liturgical events are cancelled as we seek to work together with our 

government to stem the spread of COVID-19 in our communities.   All of these decisions 

have been extremely painful and difficult to make. 

 

It grieves me that all of this has influenced your final weeks of preparation for the 

Sacraments.  Instead of this being a time of reflective prayer and joyful anticipation, it has 

become a time of anxiety and uncertainty and you may be wondering how your journey 

will end.   I am equally saddened that your reception into the Church must be postponed.  

These extraordinary times require us to exert “extreme charity” and sacrifice for the 

benefit of the greater good.  I invite you to join with all of us during these challenging times 

to pray for the gift of spiritual communion and to use the various resources available on 

our diocesan website for prayer https://columbuscatholic.org/liturgical-and-prayer-resources.   

I pray that you remain steadfast in your desire to become one with us and that this time 

will only increase your faith and longing for the day when we will all come together at the 

table of Lord, and share fully in the Eucharistic Feast. 

 

Unfortunately, I cannot foretell what the future will unfold, and given the current outlook, it 

would not be prudent to speculate on dates.  All I can promise you is that when we are 

given the green light, decisions will be made and communicated.  In the meantime, we must 

wait, and pray for that day when together, we as Church will gather in praise and 

thanksgiving once again and you will become one with us making our joy complete.  

 

Prayer unites us despite physical “social distancing”; the Lord is always present to us and 

he is asking us to place our anxieties and sacrifices before him in faith for he alone can 

transform sorrow into joy.  May our Lord, Jesus be your companion during these 

challenging days. 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Bishop Robert J. Brennan 

Bishop of Columbus 

https://columbuscatholic.org/liturgical-and-prayer-resources

